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Joins Crowds 
Passing Bier 
Of President 

By FRANCES LEWINE 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Mrs. 
John F. Kennedy went back for 
a second look at her husband’s 
casket in the Capitol rotunda 
and pleading, “Let me walk, let 
me walk,” mingled with crowds 
that mourned the slain Presi- 
dent. 

The 34-year-old widow of 
President Kennedy seemed re- 
luctant to leave his casket. 

With her two children, she 
had come in a funeral proces- 
sion Sunday to leave the Pres- 
ident’s body to lie in state in 
the Captol for public viewing 
by many thousands. 

Mrs. Kennedy, with her 
daughter Caroline beside her, 
had knelt and kissed the casket 
before she departed about 2:30 
p.m. 

Back At Night 

Unexpectedly, she was back 
about 9 o’clock Sunday night, on 
the arm of her brother-in-law, 
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
as long lines of people waited 
to pass the President’s bier. 

She walked slowly by the 
ropes keeping the public from 
the casket area and once again 
knelt and kissed the coffin. 

Until she had left it at the 
Capitol, Mrs. Kennedy had re- 
mained near her husband’s 
body since he was slain in Dal- 
las Friday afternoon. 

On her sudden nighttime re- 
appearance, the slow - moving 
crowd came to a halt. When 
Mrs. Kennedy rose, she turned 
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her tear-stained face and looked 
for a long moment at the faces 
of .those who came to pay their 
respects to her late husband. 

As she and the attorney gen- 
eral left, Mrs. Kennedy seemed 
to look searchingly at the faces 
of the . incoming throng. 

“Let me walk, let me walk,” 
she said as they descended the 
-• Capitol steps. At first Mrs. Ken- 
nedy . went unrecognized, but 
soon she was discovered and 
some . followed after her party 
of police and Secret Service 
agents. 

At one point, Mrs. Kennedy 
paused to speak to a group of 
Roman Catholic nuns. They of- 
' fered .sympathy. 

Finally when the crowd about 
her grew, a limousine pulled up 
'and took Mrs. Kennedy back to 
the White House. 

It was learned Mrs. Kennedy 
personally had decided on many 
of the details of the presidential 
funeral, including the decision 
• ftat the mourners would walk 
some eight blocks from the 
White House as was done at the 
, fyneral-of Abraham Lincoln, the 
president slain almost 100 years 
ago. 

Research Plans 

Protocol and research experts 
had brought to the White House 
plans of the funerals of George 
Washington, Lincoln, Ulysses S. 

■ Grant, Woodrow Wilson and 
Franklin. D. Roosevelt for guid- 

■ anee. 

Mrs-. ■ Kennedy, who shared 
her husband’s interest in his- 
tory, agreed on the marching 
procession in the streets, a 
theme dating back to Washing- 
ton’s funeral. 

It was not known for sure 
whether Mrs. Lincoln actually 
made the march on April 19, 
1885 when thousands followed 
her husband’s coffin on foot, 
said research showed members 



of Lincoln’s family followed, but 
the widow was not mentioned | 
in records they could find. 

Lincoln’s riderless horse fol- 
lowed his caisson. Mrs. Kennedy 
sent her thoroughbred bay gel- 
ding, Sardar, to fill the symbol- 
ic role. The horse, a gift to her| 
from Pakistan President Ayub ' 
Khan, a bit . skittish and nerv- ; 
ous, was led with empty saddle 
and boots reversed in the stir- : 
raps to symbolize the fallen 
leader. 

It was announced that Mrs. 
Kennedy would receive the for- 
eign heads of state and high 
officials at the White House aft- 
er the. Arlington burial service. 

Kennedy's Irish cousin, Miss 
Mary Ann Ryan in Dublin, was 
sent a sepcial Kennedy family 
invitation, relayed by the U. S. 
Embassy,' to come to the fun- 
eral. She had entertained Ken- 
nedy on his visit to his ances- 
tral home at Dunganstown, Ire- 
land, last summer. 

All Save Father 

All of the members of the 
President’s family, except his 
father, Joseph P. Kennedy, 75, 
had gathered in Washington for 
the funeral. 

His mother, Rose Kennedy, 

73, flew from Hyannis Port, 
Mass., Sunday night and with 
other members of the family 
also went to kneel at the caske, 
in the Capitol rotunda. 

Joining Mrs. Kennedy at the 
White House were the attorney 
general, his wife, Ethel, the 
President’s sisters, Eunice Shri- 
ver, Patricia Lawford and Jean 
Smith, with their husbands, the 
President’s youngest brother. 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy air 
his wife, Joan. Also Mrs. Ken 
nedy's younger sister, Lee Rad- 
ziwill, who flew here from Lon 
don. .. • 

Mrs. Kennedy’s mother an 
stepfather, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
D. Auc.nnc jss, who dve ,. 
nearby Georgetown, were to br 
at the funeral. 

Sen. Kennedy .thanked every 
one Sunday night for a “tremen 
dous outpouring of prayers anc 
sympathy.” 




